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Purpose 

In this lesson, we will be asking questions to help build relationships in your classroom. You may 

need to ask questions like this throughout the school year to continue the difficult work of improving 

relationships with one another. Good relationships are not automatic, and students have likely had 

many experiences of broken trust. Students should not feel compelled to share when they do not 

feel emotionally safe with those who are in the circle. To tell how relationships are forming: 

observe the degree of participation in the circle. If many students are passing and if sharing is 

superficial, you may take this as an indicator that students do not feel safe to share.  

Students will have a strong desire to be a part of the community. If you ask questions that are too 

intimate early on, students who don’t feel comfortable will still try to be a part of the community 

by bullying the students who share something personal. So, be careful about building trust before 

you ask the intimate questions. Here is a table taken from “Teaching Restorative Practices Through 

Classroom Circles” to show the difference between the two types of questions: 

 

 So, stick with questions like the ones on the left before jumping to the type on the right. Intimate 

questions and problems may not be appropriate for many weeks in your classroom circle. Here 

are some examples:  

• What’s your favorite cereal? 

• Who is your favorite cartoon character? 

• Have you been pleasantly surprised by anything lately? 

• Have you been anywhere recently for the first time? 

• If you had one box for all your stuff, what would you put in it? 

• What superhero power do you wish you had? 

 

Teacher Work 

Ask your student to open with the poem, I Think I’ll Call it Morning by Gil Scott-Heron in Hip Hop 

Speaks to Children.  

Have a student 

rehearse a poem, 

like I Think I’ll Call 

it Morning by Gil 

Scott-Heron to 

share at the 

opening of the 

meeting. 
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Refer to the Circle Guidelines poster you made during the last lesson. “When we say just enough, 

and we are trying to be concise and considerate of the time of others, it is important to figure out 

what type of voice we have. There are Big Voices and Little Voices. (Like Lucy Calkins says), Big 

Voices like to speak up and frequently share their thoughts, while people who have Little Voices, share 

less frequently. It is okay to be either type of Voice. But in order to be more responsible, recognize 

what type of voice you have. It’s important to keep your eyes and ears open for all types of voices. 

The quiet members of your team have a wealth of insights everyone can benefit from. While it’s easy 

to hear the loud voices, they might be drowning out the quiet ones. If you see someone with a Little 

Voice want to speak and you have a Big Voice, maybe hold on to your thought and let the person 

with the Little Voice speak. If you have a Little Voice, share your thoughts when you’re feeling 

comfortable, because what you have to say is very important. Let’s practice with our talking piece and 

remember to just say enough when you share.” 

“Who is your hero? Why is that person your hero?” 

Student Work 

Have students pass the talking piece around the circle as they give their answer. Remember to 

stop and correct call outs during this time. As the teacher, try to avoid being the leader of the 

group. You want the students to take on the power.  

Teacher Work 

For the next relationship building question, you can try inside outside circles with your class. (Have 

two circles of kids facing each other.) You could ask a question like, “If you had an unexpected 

free day and could anything you wished, what would you do?” Have the inner or outer circle move 

so that the students get to share their ideas with multiple different kids.  

Closing 

I’ve asked these questions today to help build trust in this safe space. As we get to know each 

other, we’ll use that trust to help solve problems. Questions like today are easier to think about, 

but as we continue we will be answering some harder questions. We want to all feel safe as we 

share. If you don’t feel safe, come to me and we’ll try to figure out a solution so that you begin to 

feel secure in sharing your thoughts and ideas. 

 

 


